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Newsletter of the Barony of Brendoken
Volume VII - Issue 9– November 2008

Portcullis

From the Baron and Baroness

Greetings are sent to the good gentles of Brendoken.

Having seen flakes of snow in the air for two mornings, we are ready to admit:
Summer is long gone, Autumn is almost officially over, and Winter is racing to meet
us. Luckily, there are events to attend and projects to work on as the fifth year of
Barony Brendoken comes to an end. The citizens of Our barony have many things of
which to be proud. We have grown in experience and skills. The transition to a new
Baron and Baroness affords us a chance to seen things from a new vantage point and to
meet new challenges.

Please be aware that the Baronial meeting on December 7th will be a revel to celebrate
the various winter holidays. As in the past, there will be a cookie exchange. Those who
wish to participate need to send their name and the recipe of the cookie they are
bringing to the revel to Baroness Catriona by November 30th. You will need to make
one dozen cookies for each person participating, plus a few extras for the non-
participants. In addition, there will be a gift exchange. We will discuss the details for
that at our November Baronial meeting.

Yours in service to the Midrealm and Barony Brendoken
Alexander and Catriona
Baron and Baroness Brendoken
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Barony of Brendoken
Business Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2008

In attendance: 27

I. OFFICER REPORTS:

a. Baron: He was present and reported that all was quiet

b. Baroness:
 1. Suggested that there be a cookie and gift exchange at the December revel
 2. Reported on the distribution of the silent auction money. The bulk went to pay for the

Baroness's Tea at Pennsic. The rest of the money was used to purchase gold charmsfor
baronial awards.

c. Seneschal:
 1. Polling proceding as planned
 2. Polls have been mailed, several have already been received
 3. Seneschals of the local groups have polls available
 4. It can also be found on the Kingdom web page
 5. A deputy is needed

d. Exchequer:
 1. The banking account holds $2868.53
 2. Several people have voiced interest in being a deputy.
 3. Lady Bekea will speak withthem and bring a name for consideration at the next

baronial meeting.

e. MoAS:
 1. Lady Zillah requested that she be told about A&S projects and activities that are being

done.
 2. She will plan to send around a paper for people to write down their A&S participation

at the baronial level

f. Knights Marshall:
 1. Lord magnus voiced his concern at not getting reports from the online source

a. He will look into why this is happening
 2. He is looking for a wnter site for fight practice.
 3. He needs a deputy

g. Chronicler:
 1. Baroness Catriona has sent in the quarterly report.
 2. Articles and event reports are glady accepted.
 3. A deputy is needed for the office of Chronicler

h. Webminister:
 1. Milady Violetta has recently updated the web page.
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II. GROUPS
a. Gwyntarian:

 1. November 1 is the date of the Road to Alexandria event
 2. They will be hosting the Northern Oaken Rapier Champianships at this event
 3.  Bring bardic stuff to the monthly dance night
 4. Lady Finna is working on a Gwyntarian Calendar which will be sold at the event on

November 1.

b. Thistle:
 1. Information has been changed at the bank in anticipation of Lord Gabriel becoming

the seneschal Milady Linden, their MoAS, will be doing a Book Binding class at
Wadsworth Library

 2. Thistle will be doing a theatrical demo with Brendoken Blades on Dec 6 at the Boars
Head Madrigal

 3. Check the web site for meeting dates, location and times, as the locations switch
between Wadsworth Library and the church on Dalton.

c. Three Towers:
 1. There have been a couple of new fighters participating
 2. Plans are being made for the Cook's Symposium in March and the Encampment event

for summer
 3. Lord Giles will continue as the baronial seneschal

d. Alderford
 1. About 200 people came to the demo booth they had at 1st Night

a. "Thank you" to all who helped, especially Brendoken Blades
b. There will be a joint demo with Gwyntarian on Oct 18 in Alliance at their

Otoberfest
c. 

III. NEW BUSINESS
a. THL Wulfwen discussed the activities planned for the event Road to Alexandria on

November 1
a. She offered to take pre-reg

b. Lady Cliodhna reported that Alderford will host the Regional A&S on March 28 at the First
Church of the Resurrection, Canton, OH. There will be an off site brewing and vintning venue

c. The meeting was adjourned
Catriona, Baroness Brendoken, respectfully submitted these minutes.
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From the Seneschal

Unto the citizens of the Great Barony of Brendoken doth Giles fitz Alan send greetings:

The polls have closed. We have all given our counsel to the Crown regarding our preference for our new baron and
baroness. Their Highnesses interviewed the candidates at Road to Alexandria in the Marche of Gwyntarian, and will
report to Their Majesties. Now it is up to Their Majesties, so we wait. I'm sure They will choose wisely. I'm certain that
we will all wait with great anticipation to hear Their decision.

I will be holding open office hours at all events within the barony during the remainder of my term in office.  If you
have any questions or concerns, please see me during these hours. You will know where you can find me during these
hours. But do not feel that you cannot come to me anytime with questions or concerns. I am always available.

We can proceed with the planning of Brendokenfest, since Cliodhna has volunteered to organize the event. The current
champions should contact her as soon as possible with their plan for choosing replacements. The sooner she knows
what your plan is the better able she will be to work everything into the schedule.

In Service,
THL Giles fitz Alan

From the Marshal

Greetings All,

I say: "Al"l because if you are like me, then you need reminding from time to time. So, even if you are not a fighter I
am sure you know one, and you can help by reminding them of the following.

ALL AUTHORIZATION CARDS WILL EXPIRE ON DECEMBER 31 

 Here's what you need to do:
1. Check the database at the Midrealm web site to see if your authorizations match what we have in the database.
2. If they're different, please photocopy your card and send it with the envelope as directed below.
3. If they match, please send a self-addressed and stamped envelope to the Mistress of the List, Lady Siban (address is
in the Pale) and you'll receive a new card.
4. OR you can show up at an event certain events and you can get a new card there.
5. Copies of your photo ID and membership card assist in this process.

All red authorization cards expire on Dec. 31, 2008, regardless of what the current expiration date is listed, so make
sure you get a new card!

On a different note, I am still looking for a deputy/replacement.

YIS
Magnus

Officer Letters
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Gwyntarian: http://www.midrealm.org/gwyntarian/

They meet at the Goodyear Heights Presbyterian Church, Akron, OH, every Thursday night at 7:30 pm except for the
week of the last Friday of the month when they meet at Fred Fuller Park, Kent, OH, for a Dance Night. Please note:
our monthly Dance Night is canceled for November and December. We will resume in January with a Dance/Bardic
Revel. Lady Finna is making Gwyntarian calendars with monthly pictures from recent events.

 Thistle: http://www.brendoken.org/thistle/

The members of the Marche of the Thistle remain active throughout the Barony. Recently, Linden taught a book-
binding class at the local meeting. If you missed the opportunity to participate in this great A & S project., Linden will
teach it again at the Gwyntarian Event, The Road to Alexandria. 
 
Lady Mageen is coordinating the project/demo for the Boar's Head Dinner (250 participants) which is sponsored by the
Buckeye Community Theatre Group in Medina.  This event will be held on December 6, 2008 and will feature a
demonstration by the Brendoken Blades as well as a Demo table by the Marche of the Thistle. Lord Lorenzo and
Mageen are working on the details...a special thanks to both.
 
Meeting times, locations, and dates will be posted on the website.

Three Towers: http://www.midrealm.org/threetowers/

Meetings are now week specific: 1st Tuesday is the buisness meeting, 2nd Tuesday is Heavy Weapons and Armouring,
3rd Tuesday is A&S, 4th Tuesday is Rapier and Dessert Revel.

Alderford: http://alderford.org/

October has been a busy month for Alderford. We did numerous demos all across the shire. We’d like to thank
Gwyntarian and the Weaver’s Guild for help with the Alliance Octoberfest and the whole Barony for coming out to
join us for First Friday. The group organizing the First Friday activity has asked that we put on another demo for them
in the spring. We had very good turnouts for all of the demos.

Plans are moving along for Masque. If anyone would be interested in teaching a class, please contact Fohl Dubh
(fohl_dubh@yahoo.com).

Alderford received the Best Float award at the Louisville Constitution Day Parade. A big Hoobah to Cliodhna and her
float- building staff.

Around the Barony
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Baronial Champion's Update

Unto the Brendoken Populace, Greetings from your Champion of Heavy Combat.

So far, being Champion of Brendoken has been quite exciting. There is, in our lovely home, so
much to do. There's always plenty of schtick to sling, and stick to swing. However, it seems to me
that being the last heavy weapons Champion of Alexander and Catriona is more somber than being
Champion might otherwise be.

That said, I have tried to make this last year of Their Excellencies especially memorable. You may
remember my refutation of His Grace Edmund at Pounce. Though I was the only Brendoken
combatant fighting for the Baronies, Her Excellency was defended. At Pennsic, there was a Known
World Heavy Weapons Champion's Tournament, which I attended and was great fun. I urge you to
go compete, should you succeed on the champion's field.

Unfortunately, I haven't been able to travel as much as I would have liked, to visit other groups and fight with those of you
whom I don't see on a regular basis. Hopefully that will change with the coming of tournament season. On that assumption, I'll
see you then.

Ryuzoji-dono Kenshin
Champion of Brendoken Armored Combat
Student of Forester Offria Pinkhand

When I began as Champion, I swore to protect the Baron and Baroness, to promote rapier combat and
train new fighters, and to assemble, train, and lead the rapier unit in battle. As I predicted, the easiest
has been to protect Their Excellencies because they have not been attacked. I still stand ready to
protect them if the need should arise.

The Brendoken Rapier Corps is larger and stronger than ever before. I've helped to train the newer
fighters and to refine our melee prowess, but I cannot take the credit. All the rapier fighters have done
their share to make our Corps what it is. The Blades of Brendoken have thirteen authorized fighters
and over a dozen trainees, noncombatants, and allies. We host a practice twice a month, and we're
trying to set up a regular Thistle practice.

The melee unit has continued to gain respect from our allies and fear from our enemies. We were
named an Elite Unit again this year at Pennsic, and held a special place in the battles. In the Woods
Battle, no Easterner got within sword's reach of the flag we were charged to protect. Closer to home, we won the Rivenvale Cup at
Saxon Summer, and we're prepared to defend it next year.

Again, I cannot take credit for the great things the melee unit did. I only led them, they did the hard work. Personally, I represented
Brendoken at the Pennsic Champion's Tournament, but sadly lost my bout.

For the rest of my term, I plan to continue with my work as I have done. I hope that when I give the baldric to the next Champion,
I can include a rapier community that is larger, more skilled, and more committed to each other and to Brendoken than it's ever
been before. If anyone wants to get involved, please let me know.

Your servant,
Signore Lorenzo di Calabria
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The Jongleurs of Brendoken haven't disappeared!

After the beginning of November, we would like to start singing again. If you would like us to come
to your local group, or to somebody's house in your area on another day about once a month, I would
be glad to travel. If you are interested in coming to Akron to sing, but you have days when you would
not be able to participate, please tell me so that I can decide on a regular meeting day. (Let me know,
or I will choose a day.)

Music, especially singing, needs practice. Other than fighting, music was the most common activity during the Middle Ages
and the Renaissance, and there is some great Period music we can do, both simple and/or difficult. Everybody is welcome to
participate; no prior music reading ability is required.

Yours in Service,
Lady Elizabeth of Gwyntarian
ejdowling@deers-cry.com
330-622-6359

Alliance Octoberfest

Alderford/Gwyntarian
Joint Demo

Oct. 18, 2008
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

November  2008

1- Road to Alexandria
Gwyntaian, Stow, OH

2- Baronial Meeting- 4-6pm
Smithville, OH

8- Border Quest 6
      Border Keep (Middle Marches)
      Marietta, OH

December  2008

7- Baronial Meeting- 4-6pm
           Smithville, OH
13- Yule Feast
          Hrothgeirsfjordj, Toledo, OH
20- Dernehealde Throws a Snow Ball 3
          Dernehealde, Athens, OH

January  2009

10- 12th Night
     Middle Marches, Columbus, OH
24- A Regular Event in the Cleftlands
     Cleftlands, Cleveland, OH

BARONIAL OFFICERS

Baron Baroness
Alexander of Hawkwood Catriona nicHugh Mclaey
Michael Gerlach Marti Livingstone
18100 Grill Road 3951 Glenoak Drive
Doylestown OH 44230 Louisville, OH 44641
330-658-5040 330-453-9663
baron@brendoken.org baroness@brendoken.org

Seneschal Exchequer
Lord Giles fitz Alan Lady Desderia von Bekea
Curtis Conrad Becky Robbins-Gerlach
428 Scott Street 18100 Grill Road
Crestline OH 44827 Doylestown OH 44230
440-823-0770 330-658-5040
gilesfitzalan@columbus.rr.com robbins@vpm.net

Pursuivant Signet
Lady Ursula the Widow Lord Robert of Bristol
Michelle Hartz-Coutts Todd M. Bunt
ursula@4th.com 1234 Monument Rd. NW

330-313-7763
TMBunt@hotmail.com

Chronicler Clerk of Precedence
Catriona nicHugh Mclaey Baron Nigel FitzMaurice
Marti Livingstone Bruce Gordon
3951 Glenoak Drive obsidian@raex.com
Louisville, OH 44641
330-453-9663
baroness@brendoken.org

Webminister MoAS
Milady Mair Lady Zillah
Mary Ann Kienapple Deb Patterson
mair.kienapple@gmail.com Zillah1199@aol.com

Head Chamberlain Chief Baronial Page
Milady Michele of Thistle Rebecca of Thistle
Michele McNeal
Michele.of.thistle@gmail.com

This is the Portcullis, a publication of the Barony of Brendoken of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. The
Portcullis is available from Marti Livingstone, 3951 Glenoak Drive, Louisville, OH 44641 and is published monthly.
It is not a corporate publication of the SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA policies.
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